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& Abstract

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a significant branch of discourse theory that explores the
hidden layers of language in written and oral texts to reveal how power discourses are constructed.
Modern CDA, in addition to analyzing the syntactic and morphological elements that constitute a
sentence, also includes metatextual elements such as situational, cultural, and social contexts. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to conduct a critical discourse analysis of
Haijjaj ibn Yusuf’s sermon, based on Fairclough's theoretical framework. The main goal of this study
is to examine an ancient text through the lens of critical discourse analysis as a modern approach to
textualanalysis. To this end, Fairclough's modelis applied to identify the ideological functions of Hajjaj's
sermonin relation to power dynamics. At the descriptive level, the linguistic features of the sermon are
examined; at the interpretive level, the situational context and intertextuality; and at the explanatory
level,the sermon’s position within the political structure of the Bani-Umayya era.

The findings indicate that at the descriptive level, Hajjaj employs rhetorical devices such as
metonymy, metaphor, allusion, oath, emphasis, repetition, and word collocation to convey his
intentions and assert control. At the interpretive level, he utilizes explicit intertextuality to frame the
current context and draws upon religious concepts and Quranic verses to reinforce his speech. At
the explanatory level, he contributes to the reinforcement and reconstruction of existing power and
ideological structures through the use of concepts such as ideology, power, hegemony, and alienation,
thereby defending the Umayyad caliphsin consolidating their authority.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), Fairclough, Discourse Levels, Hajjaj ibn Yasuf,
Bani-UmayyaEra.
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