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TheFunction of the Divine Name'Al-Rahim'in the Verse-Endings of Surat
al-Baqgarah: An Analysis Based on Figure-Ground Theory

AliPiraniShal’
Salman Azmoon Aliabad2®

#&Abstract

Figure-Ground theory, afoundational principle of Gestalt psychology, was employed by Leonard
Talmy to explain linguistic phenomena. This theory delineates the dynamic relationship between
foreground and background in visual perception—a relationship that extends to language, shaping
the interpretation of syntactic structures. Qur'anic verse-endings (fawasil) incorporating the Most
Beautiful Names (al-Asma’ al-Husna), particularly al-Rahim, exemplify this figure-ground structure,
where the Name'sinterplay withits verse mirrors perceptual dynamics.

Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach within the cognitive framework of figure-ground
theory, this study conducts a comparative analysis with classical Arabic rhetoric (al-balagha al-
gadima) to examine the functionand relational scope of al-Rahimin Strat al-Bagarah.

The findings reveal that classical rhetoric confines the semantic relationship of verse-endings to
isolated segments, offering an incomplete criterion for evaluating congruence. Conversely, figure-
ground theory expands this scope to encompass the entire verse and its context (siyag), enriching
exegesis with nuanced semantic dimensions. Contextually, al-Rahim in this stira primarily instills
hopein believers and encourages their return (tawba) to the divine path, while signifying God's grace
(lutf) and the underlying wisdom (hikma) in divine legislation for the greater good (maslahat) of the
Muslim community.

Keywords: The Divine Name ‘Al-Rahim’, The Verse-Endings of Quran, Figure-Ground Theory,
Cognitive Semantics, Classical Arabic Rhetoric (al-Balagha al-Qadima).
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