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Abstract

After the current of modernism emerged in Western countries and grew rap-
idly, the Arab countries, like other developing countries, welcomed this trend
and created works with this theme. The modern novel then separated itself
from the classic novel by form and content components; In the way which
the author imagines the objective events of social life in the classic novel; But
modern novel, consideres individuality and the world within man, more than
his social aspects, and preferes the subconscious mind to the conscious. Abd
al-Rahman Munif, the author of Saudi Arabia, has tried to show the charac-
teristics of a modern novel in his novel “When we left the prison”, and has
been successful in this field. In this research, the selected work “When we
left the prison”, has been studied by descriptive-analytical method and an
attempt has been made to analyze some components of modernism. The
findings show that the novel, as a modernist one, has all the characteristics
of such novels and well shows the loneliness, despair, isolation, confinement,
failure and emptiness of contemporary man; A man who has no escape from
the bitter and absurd reality around him and has passively surrendered to his
wanderings.

Keywords: Modernism, Absurdism, Humanism, Abd al-Rahman Munif,
“When we left the prison”
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